Respect the will of Maine voters, and fully fund Clean Elections.

The people spoke… again and again.

· Citizens initiated Clean Elections, and voters passed the Maine Clean Election Act.

· Mainers stepped up to defend and protect Clean Elections whenever the law is challenged – in court, in the legislature, and on the opinion pages.

· Mainers initiated and passed a bill to strengthen Clean Elections after a key part was overturned in a court ruling.

· Mainers are here today, speaking up for Clean Elections.

Mainers have done their part…again and again.

· We won decisive victories at the polls in 1996 and 2015.
· We made hundreds of thousands of Qualifying Contributions of $5.
· We earmarked millions of dollars for Clean Elections through the $3 income tax check-off
· We specified funding mechanisms in the statute, including both sources of funds and offsets, in 1996 and again in 2015.
Governors and legislatures have failed the people… again and again.

· Governors King, Baldacci, and LePage all presented budgets that failed to provide statutory funding to the Maine Clean Election Fund.

· Successive legislatures passed budgets that shortchanged Clean Elections and employed gimmicks in order to get through elections without running out of money.

· The Maine Clean Election Fund is currently owed more than $6 million in funding, and that does not include interest that would have been earned had it been in place.

· Each legislature has considered legislation to “save money” by dramatically weakening Clean Elections. This year, one bill aims to eliminate the gubernatorial program and another cuts distributions to unrealistic levels.

Mainers demand a robust, fully funded Clean Election system for ALL state candidates.

· Provide funding for gubernatorial, senate, and house candidates.

· Provide funding levels for candidates consistent with the 2015 initiative.

· Make timely transfers from the General Fund consistent with the 2015 initiative.

· Return $1.7 million that was raided while voters contemplated the initiative.

· Offset the cost by cutting wasteful corporate tax expenditures, as per the initiative.

· Keep Clean Election strong!

Clean Elections is a successful program of which Mainers are proud.

· Democracy is well served when the broadest possible range of qualified Mainers are able to run for office.

· Clean Elections has been used by candidates in all parties, women and men, from every part of the state, including incumbents, challengers, and open seat candidates.

· Candidates can run and serve with no strings attached to private money.

· The influence of special interests is diminished in elections and in the State House.

· Clean Elections provided opportunity to this legislature, and it is your duty to provide the same opportunity to your challengers and your successors.
